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state of tho country: the security against adultera-
tion ; the prevention of the excessive home consump-
tion of a pernicious drug; the stopping an excessive
competition, which by an over-proportioned supply
would at length destroy tho market abroad; the ina-
bility of the cultivator to proceed in an expensive
and precarious culture without a large advance of
capital; and, lastly, the incapacity of private mer-
chants to supply that capital on the feeble security of
wretched farmers.

These were the principal topics on which the mo-
nopoly was supported. The last topic leads to a
serious consideration on the state of the country;
for, in pushing it, the gentlemen argued, that, in case
such private merchants should advance the necessa-
ry capital, the lower cultivators " would get money in
abundance" Admitting this fact, it seems to be a
part of the policy of this monopoly to prevent the
cultivator from obtaining the natural fruits of his
labor. Dealing with a private merchant, he could
not get money in abundance^ unless his commodity
could produce an abundant profit. Further reasons,
relative to the peace and good order of the province,
were assigned for thus preventing the coxirse of trade
from the equitable distribution of the advantages of
the produce, in which the first, the poorest, and the
most laborious producer ought to have his first share.
The cultivators, they add, would squander part of
the money, and not be able to complete their engage-
ments to the full; lawsuits, and even battles, wotild
ensue between the factors, contending for a deficient
produce; and the farmers would discourage the cul-
ture of an object which brought so much disturbance
into their districts. This competition, the operation